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“We at St. Mark’s are on a journey seeking God in you,
ourselves, and all creation”

Weekly Schedule

Sundays 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
9:15 AM Sunday school

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
2nd Sunday 9:00 AM Breakfast – Sept. - May
Wednesdays 7:00 PM Choir
Fridays 8:00 PM AA Meeting
Saturdays 8:00 AM Centering Prayer

The Rt. Rev. John Bauerschmidt Bishop of Tennessee
The Reverend Battle Beasley Rector
Frank Brannon, M. Div. Pastoral Care Coordinator
George Kurz Senior Warden
George Noren Junior Warden
Charles Cross & Les Worsley Treasurers
Carey Hardison Clerk of the Vestry

Next month deadline for submissions is Sunday, April 20, 2008
Gryphon submissions to: submitgryphon@aol.com

St. Mark's Vestry:
Jim Hall, Suzanne Lindsey, Judy Robnett (2010)
Suzie Abrahamson, Jim Johnson, George Kurz (2009)
Mary Ann Campbell, George Noren, Cheryl Walker (2008)



Dear People of God,

This brings joyous Easter tide greetings to you and all yours. In this season of Resurrection the
question for me is, how am I living into the Resurrection? Jesus’ Resurrection brings the
promises of forgiveness, reconciliation, redemption, and thus new life in God, with God, and all
God's creation. As Eucharistic prayer C puts it, "we who have been redeemed by Him, and
made a new people by water and the Spirit". So how do I express this newness of life? In what
ways are my words and actions different? My poor answer at the moment is that I sense myself
re-charged. I have once more a renewed commitment to live into God’s love. I once again am
trying to look at the world at others with a conscious awareness that God loves them as much
as I claim God's love for myself. I once again am reminding myself to be aware of God's
compassion for me, God’s understanding of me, and attempting to turn towards others with that
heart of compassion, of understanding. How am I going to live into the resurrection, by God's
Grace and with God's help? May you find yourself renewed by the gifts of the Resurrection and
finding your own ways of rejoicing in that Grace.

God's Peace,
Battle +

God loves you because of who God is, not because of anything you did or didn't do.

Contact us:

St. Mark’s Website – http://www.stmarksantioch.org
The Reverend Battle Beasley via email:
stmarksrector@bellsouth.net or
pathwayspartners@yahoo.com

THE GRYPHON
The Gryphon is the newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church and as such welcomes articles and
suggestions from ALL parishioners. This is your
venue for expressing thoughts you would like to
share, important events in your families’ lives,
suggestions you might have to make our parish life
better. Please do not hesitate to use it.
Lorna



Prevention of Sexual Misconduct Classes
Below, you will find the dates and locations for upcoming prevention of sexual misconduct classes. These
classes are open to all, but there are some people who are required to attend. All adults who are teaching
a children's Sunday school class or are working in the nursery are required to attend one of these
classes. Also, all members of the Vestry are also required to attend.
You can call the diocesan office (251-3322) to sign up.

April 12, 2008, 9am-3pm, St Paul's Murfreesboro
June 21, 2008, 9 am – 3 pm Holy Trinity

Dates to Remember

2nd Sunday Breakfast: April 13 between services, Reynolds Hall
April Vestry meeting: Thursday, 17 April, 6:30 p.m. Reynolds' Hall

Spring "Spruce-Up" Day: 26 April

Now that we are through the worst ravages of winter, we can look forward to spring at St.
Marks. Hopefully, by the end of April we will have days that will be warm enough for outside
work - but not too hot to cook us to exhaustion. Therefore, we are scheduling a work day on
Saturday, 26 April to "spruce-up" our church and surrounding property and to make some
necessary improvements to the site. We will extend the concrete walkway from the front of the
church to the asphalt pavement. Also, we will set posts and string fencing at the North end of
our property, where we have had incursions by people leaving trash and debris and near our
Murfreesboro Road entrance where vehicles have damaged our water service. We can probably
persuade Fr. Battle to grill burgers (harkening back to the ancient tradition of priests to make the
burnt offerings) and will provide other snacks and drinks to sustain our workers. More details will
follow!



April Birthdays

Bruce Fahnestock
Karen Seufert
Bridget German
Maryn ClenDening
Elizabeth Gilliam
Meredith Colvin
Ron Balcarras
Zella Beasley
Joyleen Crawford
Shirley Stewart
Dan Ashmead

1
4
6

10
10
12
17
19
21
23
27

April Anniversaries

Richard & Carey Hardison
Jim & Pauline Hall

21, 2000
26, 1987

Baptisms

Paul and Wil Christensen were welcomed
into the household of God through Holy
Baptism on Easter Sunday.

TIME TO GET OUTSIDE AND ENJOY GOD’S BEAUTIFUL WORLD!

Did you know that St. Mark’s sits on 13 acres of beautiful wooded rolling hills? The weather is becoming
perfect to come on over sometime during the week (or after church) and explore. A few years ago I had a
crazy idea that perhaps we could utilize more of the property if we had a nice walking trail through the
woods. Well, bless his great big heart, George Kurz took that idea and made it a reality! Actually he
made two trails! The shorter one starts at the back of St. Mary’s Garden and wanders around to the
fence line near our next door neighbor’s. To get to the longer one go to the end of the parking lot and
bear to the right through the opening in the trees, following the tree line around to the left you will find the
beginning of that trail just before you get to the fence. This one meanders down the hill through cedar
glades and comes out near the lower driveway. I have walked both recently and they are in good shape.
Watch for some spring wildflowers soon! There are also some benches in St. Mary’s Garden and near
the labyrinth where you might just sit and enjoy the warmth of the sun. Bring the kids and let them run
and play on our nice expanded play area. Maybe you’d even like to pack a sandwich and bring a
blanket. It’s time to get outside and enjoy God’s beautiful world!

Susie McEwen



CELEBRATION OF FEAST DAY FOR ST. MARK

The traditional Feast Day for our Church's namesake, Saint Mark is on Friday, 25 April. This year, we will
celebrate his feast and our congregation's connection with him on Sunday, 27 April. The following article
about St. Mark was copied from the Internet - (with blanket permission for non-commercial use). If you
conduct additional research yourself, you may also encounter some interesting stories (e.g. Mark cutting
off his thumb so that he could not be made a priest) based on different traditions of faith. Also, he is highly
regarded by the Coptic Church from his work in Egypt.

Mark the Evangelist (from: James Kiefer's Christian Biographies)

The book of Acts mentions a Mark, or John Mark, a kinsman of Barnabas (Col 4:10). The house of his
mother Mary was a meeting place for Christians in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12). When Paul and Barnabas,
who had been in Antioch, came to Jerusalem, they brought Mark back to Antioch with them (12:25), and
he accompanied them on their first missionary journey (13:5), but left them prematurely and returned to
Jerusalem (13:13). When Paul and Barnabas were about to set out on a second missionary journey,
Barnabas proposed to take Mark, but Paul thought him unreliable, so that eventually Barnabas made one
journey taking Mark, and Paul another journey taking Silas (15:36-40). Mark is not mentioned again in
Acts. However, it appears that he became more reliable, for Paul mentions him as a trusted assistant in
Colossians 4:10 and again in 2 Timothy 4:11. The Apostle Peter had a co-worker whom he refers to as
"my son Mark" (1Peter 5:13). Papias, an early second century writer, in describing the origins of the
Gospels, tells us that Mark was the "interpreter" of Peter, and that he wrote down ("but not in order") the
stories that he had heard Peter tell in his preaching about the life and teachings of Jesus. The Gospel of
Mark, in describing the arrest of Jesus (14:51f), speaks of a young man who followed the arresting party,
wearing only a linen cloth wrapped around his body, whom the arresting party tried to seize, but who left
the cloth in their hands and fled naked. It is speculated that this young man was the writer himself, since
the detail is hardly worth mentioning if he were not. Tradition has it that after the death of Peter, Mark left
Rome and went to preach in Alexandria, Egypt, where he was eventually martyred. It is natural to identify
the John Mark of Acts with the Gospel-writer and interpreter of Peter, and this identification is standard in
liturgical references to Mark. However, "Mark" is the commonest of Latin first names, and they may well
have been separate persons. Mark's symbol in art is a Lion, usually winged. In the book of Revelation, the
visionary sees about the throne of God four winged creatures: a lion, an ox, a man, and an eagle.
(Compare with the cherubs in Ezek 1 and 10.) It has customarily been supposed that these represent the
four Gospels or the four Evangelists (Gospel-writers). One way of matching them is to say that the man
stands for Matthew, whose narrative begins with the human genealogy of Jesus; that the lion stands for
Mark, whose narrative begins with John the Baptist crying out in the desert (a lion roars in the desert);
that the ox, a sacrificial animal, stands for Luke, whose narrative begins in the Temple, and that the eagle
stands for John, whose narrative begins in Heaven, with the eternal Word. How old this correspondence
is I do not know. I have seen it in an illustrated Gospel-book from the early 800's. An alternative
assignment, which I think to be far more recent, calls Matthew the lion (because he portrays Christ as the
Messiah, the fulfillment of Jewish prophecy, "the lion of the tribe of Judah"), Mark the ox (because he
portrays Christ the servant, constantly doing the work for which he was sent), Luke the man (because he
portrays the humanity and compassion of Christ), and John the eagle (because he portrays Christ as the
eternal Word, who came down from Heaven).



Come One, Come All

Southern, original jazz and blues artist, Allison Kerr will perform in the
‘Songwriter in the Round’ format at the Bluebird Café on April 17th at 6:00pm with the
Nashville Eclectic Service which includes three other songwriters including host Les
Kerr, Bryan Cumming and Everett Brown. Each tunesmith works the blues in their own
style. Family friendly. Free in pew seats. $7.00 minimum purchase at table.

The Bluebird Café (across from the Green Hills mall in Nashville)
4104 Hillsboro Rd
Nashville, TN 37215
Reservations: 383-1461

Other Allison Kerr dates:
April 9th & 23rd Solo acoustic jazz and blues
Good Cup Café (between Old Hickory Blvd and Mack Hatcher Pkwy)
2181 Hillsboro Rd.
Franklin, TN 37069
Family friendly. Free. Great coffee, a few imported beers.

April 27th – 12;00 -1:00pm - Trio acoustic southern jazz’n blues.
Franklin Main Street Festival
On Main street in downtown
Franklin, TN
Family friendly. Free. Arts crafts. Different ongoing music stages.

A Special Invitation

Phyllis Tickle, author of The Divine Hours which is a series of prayer manuals is the keynote
speaker at the ECW Conference April 25-26.

Tickle is also a respected authority regarding religion in America and the founding editor of the
Religion Department at PUBLISHERS WEEKLY. Her keynote address, Glimpses Ahead:
Following Christ in the 21st Century, will be on Saturday morning at 9:00. She will lead the
midday prayers from her manuals prior to lunch with a book signing after lunch.

Registration forms are available at www.nsider.net/ecw. There is also a registration form
included in this issue of the Gryphon. A letter and schedule of the conference will be posted on
the bulletin board in Reynolds Hall.



A Point of View by Jim Hall

As a youngster in the 1930’s, one of the joys of my life was to get an empty Log Cabin syrup can
because the can was shaped like a log cabin, with logs painted on the sides, and with the spout serving
as a chimney. As I collected the cans over the years, I constructed whole villages. This was one of the
happiest experiences of my young life, and served to get me through the Great Depression of the 30’s
with less trauma than I might have suffered had I not had this “rock of salvation” to keep me grounded.

Eventually I grew up, graduated from high school and a few universities which supposedly
matured me. When I returned to the real world in the late 1960’s, I discovered that Log Cabin syrup was
no longer in a log cabin but in a bottle, for heaven’s sake! So outraged was I at this destabilizing event in
my life that I stopped buying Log Cabin syrup for years, until I came to my senses.

There is something in this for those of us who have gone through periods of what we may think of
as destabilization, change, in other words.

Here is one of my favorite stories from the Hindu religion. When the Guru began the evening
worship, a cat that hung around the temple would wander in and distract the worshippers, so the Guru
directed that the cat be tied to a pillar without too much fuss so that the service could continue.

After the Guru died, the cat continued to wander into the temple and was dutifully tied to a pillar
during worship. When the cat died, another cat was brought in and tied to a temple pillar. This continued
year after year.

Centuries later, the ritual of tying up the cat was still being observed, and a body of learned
treatises was written by Hindu scholars on the liturgical, moral, theological, and cosmic significance of
tying up the cat at worship.

We all have our favorite temple cats, but they need to be put into proper perspective lest we
break the first two commandments. If we let any created thing come between us and the worship of
almighty God, we jeopardize our relationship with God, even though we move to the pillar in a stately
procession, as Episcopalians are wont to do, and tie the cat decently, orderly, with sincerity and awe.

Thank you from Thistle Farms

St. Marks has received a thank you letter from Thistle Farms for donations sent in 2007. Thistle Farms is
part of the community of Magdalene. Thistle Farms and Magdalene help women who live on the streets
find a new life and their way back to the community. Thistle Farms is a place where women can go for
help, are respected and can reconnect their bodies with their spirits.

A signed letter will be posted on the bulletin board in Reynolds Hall for all to read.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2

Brain Club
11:00 – 2:00

Choir 7:00 pm

3 4
AA Meeting
8:00 PM

5
Quiet Day
8 am -Noon

6
EASTER III

7
Domestic
Violence
Intervention
Group 6-8 pm
Spanish Class
6:00 PM

8 9
Choir 7:00 pm

10 11
AA Meeting
8:00 PM

12
Centering
Prayer
8:00 AM

13
EASTER IV
2nd Sunday
DOK
Breakfast

14
Domestic
Violence
Intervention
Group 6-8 pm
Spanish Class
6:00 PM

15 16
Brain Club
11:00 – 2:00

Choir 7:00 pm

17
Vestry
Meeting
6:30 PM

18
AA Meeting
8:00 PM

19
Centering
Prayer
8:00 AM

20
EASTER V

21
Domestic
Violence
Intervention
Group 6-8 pm
Spanish Class
6:00 PM

22 23
Choir 7:00 pm

24 25
AA Meeting
8:00 PM

26
Centering
Prayer
8:00 AM
Work Day

27
EASTER VI
Feast of St.
Mark
Transferred

28
Domestic
Violence
Intervention
Group 6-8 pm
Spanish Class
6:00 PM

29 30
Choir 7:00 pm

2008

April
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