
 

 

The Gryphonõs Roar 
January, 2012 

 

St. Markôs Episcopal Church 
3100 Murfreesboro Pike 

Antioch, Tennessee 37013 
P.O. Box 741 

Antioch, Tennessee 37011-0741 
615-361-4100 

Website:  www.stmarksantioch.org 
Email:  stmarksantioch@bellsouth.net 

 
ñWe at St. Markôs are on a journey seeking God in you,  

ourselves, and all creationò 
 

Weekly Schedule 

Sundays  8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

 9:15 AM Sunday school 

                   10:30 AM Holy Eucharist 

      5:00 PM AA Meeting 

2
nd

 Sunday  9:00 AM Breakfast ï Sept. ï May 

Wednesday  7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

Fridays  8:00 PM AA Meeting 

 
 

The Rt. Rev. John Bauerschmidt  Bishop of Tennessee 

The Reverend Battle Beasley  Rector 

The Reverend Felicity Peck  Deacon 

Frank Brannon, M. Div.   Pastoral Care Coordinator 

Ron Balcarras     Senior Warden 

Don McEwen     Junior Warden 

Charles Cross & Les Worsley  Treasurers 

     Clerk of the Vestry 

 

Next monthôs deadline for submissions is Sunday, January 22, 2012 

Gryphon submissions to: submitgryphon@aol.com 

 

St. Mark's Vestry:  

Bruce Fahnestock, Susan Hammontree, Marcia Williams  (2014) 

Sampson Udeh, Don McEwen, George Noren,    (2013) 

David Winters, Eileen Cardwell, Ron Balcarras   (2012) 

  

 

  
 

mailto:submitgryphon@aol.com


 

 

 
 

Father Battleôs sermons are now available on the St. Markôs web site. 

 
 

Dear People of God,  

 

Merry Christmas and Happy Epiphany! As we celebrate these seasons of Light and Revelation I give thanks for 

all the gifts God continues to pour out upon us. Part of our mission statement at St. Mark's says we are "seeking 

God" in each other and all creation. Our spiritual journey requires us to be seekers. Seeking out God's presence 

in the darkness and letting God's Light through us shine through that darkness giving hope and Life to all God's 

children. Sometimes it is hard for us as individuals to see that Light. We may be facing difficulties or problems 

that seem overwhelming. We may be questioning whether we have made the right decisions or taken the right 

course of action. The community is there to support us - to affirm with us, and if necessary, for us that our God 

is truly with us, Emanuel, loving and guiding us wherever we may be. If you or someone you know is 

struggling at this time in their lives lean on the faith of the community. If you are feeling strong and uplifted in 

your faith right now, share that faith and strength with those around you. Often times it is our sharing with 

others that helps them regain their strength of faith. And indeed it is often the case that we donôt know how 

needed our words and actions are until some point in the future when someone tells us how much our witness 

encouraged them in a dark time. The Gospel of John proclaims that the "light has come into the world and the 

darkness has not overcome it". Let us be such lights, to each other and all who we encounter, that their darkness 

may be scattered and their lives rekindled by the Light of Christ's Love.  

 

God's Peace,  

Battle+ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Contact us:  
 

St. Markôs Website ï http://www.stmarksantioch.org 

The Reverend Battle Beasley via email: 

stmarksrector@bellsouth.net or 
pathwayspartners@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

 

The Gryphon is St. Markôs Newsletter and as such 
welcomes articles and suggestions from ALL 
parishioners.  This is your venue for expressing 
thoughts you would like to share, important events in 
your familiesô lives, and suggestions you might have 
to make our parish life better.  Please do not hesitate 
to use it. 
Lorna

http://www.stmarksantioch.org/
mailto:stmarksrector@bellsouth.net
mailto:pathwayspartners@yahoo.com


       

 

 
 
Calendar    
Jan 8  Kateôs Shower after the 10:30 service 

Jan 8  Second Sunday for Second Harvest 

Jan 8  DOK Breakfast 

Jan 13  Room in the Inn 

Jan 14  Prayers and Walking the Labyrinth with Father Battle ï 3:00 PM 

Jan 17  Vestry Meeting ï 6:30 PM Reynolds Hall 

Jan 20/21 Convention ï St. Andrews, Sewanee School 

 

 

Vestry person responsible for Sunday lock up: 
01/01/12 ï Sampson Udeh 

01/08/12 - David Winters 

01/15/12 ï Bruce Fahnestock 

01/22/12 ï George Noren 

01/29/12 ï Don McEwen 

 

 

CELEBRATE  
 
January Birthdays 
Kayla Jackson 8 

Journey Button-Hale 10 

Parker ClenDening 10 

Jeff Miller 16 

Chelsea Udeh 16 

Dean Meyer 17 

Kingsley Oku, Sr. 20 

Steven Failor 21 

Donna Floyd 28 

Rawles Hutcheson 31 

 

 

 
 

 

Hold the date!! 
 
Let's all join in celebrating the impending addition to the Pilcher family with a Baby Shower 

after the 10:30 service on January 8th.  Kate has "registered" for what she really needs -- time off 

work with her baby -- with Father Battle's discretionary fund.  



       

 

Marty OôReilly is Nashville Public Libraryôs ñVolunteer of the Year!ò 
 

When Marty OôReilly picked up a program at the Nashville Public Libraryôs annual volunteer 

luncheon, she didnôt expect to see her own name listed in it.  It was; she was honored at the event 

as the libraryôs ñVolunteer of the Year.ò   

Unbeknownst to Marty, Special Collections Librarian Tracey Howerton had nominated 

her for the honor, and the volunteer services team selected her from all the volunteers nominated 

throughout the cityôs library system.  

ñMarty,ò said Tracey, ñis one of the Special Collections Divisionôs invaluable ómulti-

purposeô volunteers. She regularly performs a wide variety of tasks for the special collections 

division team. She assists with processing collections; she helps with conducting microfilm 

research; she helps with reviewing book donations, among many other tasks. She consistently 

volunteers to help Linda Barnickel with the oral history interview table at the annual Operation 

Standdown Veterans event each October . . . Marty is consistent and reliable and is always 

willing to help in whatever way she can, regardless of the task that is asked of her. She has 

accrued an impressive number of hours (1750+) volunteering with the special collections 

division, as well as for a number of library special events.  She has accomplished all of this while 

overcoming a number of personal challenges.ò 

Tracey went on to describe one of Martyôs special contributions this past year, as she 

helped assemble all the Nashville Banner news clippings files on infamous segregationist John 

Kasper!  ñThis is important,ò Tracey stated, ñbecause we can now more easily point users to this 

ready-reference source when they are researching Nashville civil rights history. This took a great 

deal of patience, diligence, and a careful hand, and we really appreciate Martyôs willingness to 

do this for us!ò 

In addition to her hours at the library, Marty, who is a history buff, regularly greets 

visitors from around the world at Andrew Jacksonôs Hermitage.  She also volunteers at Second 

Harvest and serves as Secretary for the St. Markôs Chapter of the Daughters of the King. 

An ñAir Force brat,ò (her own words), Marty was born in California, and grew up in 

Montana and Germany.  When her father was transferred to France from the US, all the familyôs 

belongings were sent along ahead of them.  Unfortunately, Franco-American relations broke 

down before the family got to France, and they were diverted to Germany in July.  Their 

furniture and clothing arrived in Germany just before Christmas . . . fortunately, the same year. 

As an adult, she lived in Nevada, New Mexico, Colorado, and England with her 

daughters.  She was Construction News Editor at McGraw Hill in Colorado Springs before a 

brain tumor nearly cost her her life.  She moved to Nashville in 2002 and faced yet another 

personal challenge 2 years later when her apartment burned to the ground with everything she 

owned along with it. 

A member of St. Markôs family since 2005, Martyôs personal family includes her mother 

in Montana, a sister in California, a sister in Germany, a brother in Colorado Springs, a cat 

named Zoe, and three daughters ï one (Nicki) here in Antioch and two (Amy and Carrie) in 

Florida.  Her four grandchildren live in Florida:  granddaughters Merrick (8) and Reilly (7) and 

grandsons Nathaniel (5) and Keiran (almost 2). 



       

 

 

Vestry Update 
 

At the recent St. Markôs Annual Meeting, the following people were elected to serve on our 

Vestry - Bruce Fahnestock, Marcia Williams and Susan Hammontree. We welcome them and 

look forward to working with them!  We want to recognize and thank the three members whose 

terms are expiring: Cyndy Fahnestock, Kate Pilcher, and Dawn Russ.  We also thank our Senior 

Warden, Ron Balcarras, and our Junior Warden, George Noren, for their service this year.  Ron 

has been elected Senior Warden a second term, and our new Junior Warden is Don McEwen. 

 

We are looking for a Vestry Clerk  ï someone to help with taking minutes at our monthly 

meeting.  This is a great way to learn more about St. Markôs and help out on the Vestry.  If you 

are interested, please reach out to a Vestry member.  

 

The Vestry Retreat Weekend has been selected and will be January 14
th
 ï more details on time 

and place will be shared in the New Year.  

 

Spiritual Formation Committee  

 
The Spiritual Formation Liturgical Committee focuses on all aspects of 

Christian Education for children and adults, including space, speakers, 

subject matter, special and seasonal events.  

 

Coming soon in the New Year, you will be receiving a link to a survey that 

will help with our Spiritual Formation vision future.  Be on the lookout for this honest question 

and answer approach that will be helpful as we craft education plans. 

 

The Youth Leaders and the Children of St. Markôs are ready to kick off 2012 with new activities 

and outreach fund raisers ï watch and listen for updates each week. 

 

Please reach out to members of the Spiritual Formation Committee if you have any ideas, 

questions or if you would like to part of this committee. 

 

Vestry Members:                    Cyndy Fahnestock, Sampson Udeh, and Eileen Cardwell 

Committee Members:  Elizabeth Power, Donna Floyd, Harrison Iwueke 
 
 

Congregational Life Committee 

 

The Congregational Life Committee is responsible for the care of members and outreach 

to visitors.  It is the goal of this committee to encourage fellowship and interaction 

among members and enhance our congregationôs life.   

 

The Carols and Casseroles Pot Luck was a huge success - 50-60 people attended the celebration 

of fellowship and inclusion. 

 



       

 

Please reach out to members of the Congregational Life Committee if you have any ideas, 

questions or if you would like to part of this committee. 

 

Vestry Members:                      Don McEwen, George Noren, Ron Balcarras   

Committee Members:                    Frank Brannon, Violet Mashingaidze and Kevin Curtis. 
 
 

Parish Administration  

 

Parish Administration encompasses three areas of interest; Building & Grounds, 

Communication, and Finance. 

 

Our 2012 budget was approved at the annual meeting ï thanks to everyone 

for your support. 

 

Please reach out to members of the Parish Administration Committee if you 

have any ideas, questions or if you would like to part of this committee. 

 

Vestry Members:                    David Winters, Kate Pilcher, Dawn Russ 

Committee Members:  John Seufert 

 

 

Christmas Eve ï 4:00 p.m. service 

Thanks to all who participated in the 4:00 Christmas Eve Service. The children ï   Maggie Tian 

McDonald, Alex Weigel, Jesse Weigel, Premjit Hayes, Carlette Kinga, Bliss Button-Hale, Vivi 

Hashiguchi, Hanako Hashiguchi, Hadiyah Kreuger, Gilbert Russ, Lillian Russ, Chelsea Udeh, 

Bill Udeh, Prince Udeh, Keylee Gross, Zella Beasley, Journey Button-Hale, Maryn Clendening, 

Connor Clendening. The teachers - Gretchen Miller, Sherry Walker, Harrison Iwueke, Sampson 

Udeh, Andrea Young, Judy Pelters, and Charles Cross, and all their volunteers, and a special 

ñthank youò especially for Carol Ponder and Robert Kiefer for helping our children and youth 

prepare for the service.  

 

 

 

Church Directory Update 
It is time to update St. Markôs directory.  Please review the information listed in the current 

directory for accuracy:  spelling of names, addresses, email addresses, and telephone numbers.  

Please make sure that your childrenôs names are listed. 

 

Please submit corrections and new information to Pat Worsley at worsley.pe@comcast.net, or 

stmarksantioch@bellsouth.net.  Your assistance in keeping this information accurate is much 

appreciated. 

 

mailto:worsley.pe@comcast.net
mailto:stmarksantioch@bellsouth.net


       

 

 
 

 

Cash Donations to St. Markôs 
 

For those who make pledge donations in cash, please remember to place your cash in an envelope with 

your name on it so that the Treasurer will be able to credit your donations against your pledge.   

 

For your convenience, Offering Envelopes are available at the back of the church.  You may use them for 

your donations.  The treasurer issues receipt statements at the end of each quarter. 

 

Please call Les Worsley 361-6005 ï email lhworsley@comcast.net with any questions. 

 

 
Second Harvest Needs Your Help 

Second Harvest is in need of canned vegetables.   Please remember to bring any type of canned 

veggie, or mixed veggies on Second Sunday for Second Harvest.   

Thank you, 

Don McEwen 

 

 
 
If you love Celtic music: 
Friday, January 13th at Kimbro's Pickin' Parlor - 214 S. Margin St., Franklin, TN 

8:30pm 

$3 cover 

 

- Saturday, January 14th at The Wilderness Station, Barfield-Crescent 

Park, Murfreesboro, TN 

6:30pm 

no cover 

 

- Friday, February 10th at Kimbro's Pickin' Parlor - 214 S. Margin St., Franklin, TN 

8:30pm 

$3 cover 

 

- Saturday, February 18th at The Celtic Cup - 106 N. Anderson St. Tullahoma, TN 

6pm 

no cover 

--  

Franko Hashiguchi celticjamboy@gmail.com 

(615)480-5598 cell 

 

 

mailto:lhworsley@comcast.net
mailto:celticjamboy@gmail.com


       

 

 
My Dog is an Episcopalian 

 God sent an object lesson to me through our new rescue dog, Baby. Sheôs a sweetie, 15 
months old and Episcopalian! She likes to ñinwardly digestñthe Word. First, she nibbled the 

edges of the Book of Common Prayer, then consumed a book on the parables of Jesus, ñcover to 

coverò and lastly, ate about one-third of the cover of my Bible.  Yes, sheôs a good Episcopal dog, 

doing just as Fr. Battle urges, ñmark, learn, and inwardly digestò the Word. ñHmm...ò I thought, 

ñMaybe I should too. But itôs frustrating. I can remember some Scripture but not where it is in 

the Bible....Oh, well.ò But, during the next trip through the bookstore I noticed a copy of 100 

Scriptures You Should Know by Heart by Robert Morgan, a local minister at Donelson 

Fellowship Church. I thumbed through it. ñIt looks interestingò, I thought, but I put it back on the 

shelf. ñBut Iôm kinda busy now...Excuses...excuses. 

Anyway, a few days later at friend at the Y was chatting to me about her Christmas 

list....this book for her son and a copy of ...100 Scriptures You Should Know by Heart for herself.  

ñHmm, Iôm beginning to see a pattern hereò Then I remembered another Fr. Battle adage...òPay 

Attention.ò 

ñOkay, Lord. I think I get the idea.ò So, I bought the book and started off with reading the 

initial chapters on and how to memorize and the benefits of doing so. It had some interesting 

personal stories that kind of inspired me, and each day is a short scripture and only a page and a 

half story or memory hint. Maybe it will stick this time! 

Okay, Day One....òIn the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.ò Genesis 1:1 

ñYea! I know that one!ò 

 

Day Two: John 1:1 ñIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God and the Word was 

with God.ò...Ah ha! Jesus was there at the beginning creating!.òIn the beginning,ò Old Testament 

connects with ñIn the beginningò New Testament. Two down...98 to go! 

 

Day Four: John 3:16! Yes! I know this one! I rattled off to myself,ñGod so loved the world that 

He gave His Only son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.ò ñNo 

explanation needed. Iôve got it!ò or so I thought until I flipped the page.... 

 

Did you know that thereôs a key to memorizing this verse? Look at the capitalized letters.      

         God so loved the world that he gave his  

            Only 

            Son that whoever believes in him should not 

            Perish but have 

            Eternal 

            Life 

 

That spells out GOSPEL!  

Hey, if I can do it, so can you!  

 

Cyndy Fahnestock 

 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

1 
HOLY NAME 

 

 

AA Meeting 

5:00 PM 

2 
DOK  

6:30 PM 

3 4 
Brain Club 

11:00 ï 2:00 

 

Choir 7:00 

PM 

5 
Arwenôs 

Renaissance 

Dance Class 

6 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

7 

8 
EPIPHANY I 

2
nd

 Sunday 

DOK Bôfast 

 

AA Meeting 

5:00 PM 

9 10 11 
Choir 7:00 

PM 

12 13 
Room in the 

Inn 

 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

14 
Walk the 

Labyrinth and 

Pray with Fr. 

Battle 3:00 PM 

15 
EPIPHANY II 

 

AA Meeting 

5:00 PM 

16 17 
Vestry 

Meeting 6:30 

PM 

18 
Brain Club 

11:00 ï 2:00 

 

Choir 7:00 

PM 

19 20 
CONVENTION 

 

AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

21 
CONVENTION 

22 
EPIPHANY III 

 

AA Meeting 

5:00 PM 

23 24 25 
Choir 7:00 

PM 

26 27 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

28 

29 
EPIPHANY IV 

 

AA Meeting 

5:00 PM 

 

30 31     

Janua ry  

2012  



       

 

JANUARY 2012 LAY MINISTERSô SCHEDULE 
 

Please watch for your name each month.  If you are unable to serve on the assigned date, please arrange a swap with someone else listed for 
that month, and let Les Worsley (361-6005) know the name of the person with whom you swapped.  If that isn't possible, please call Les or the 
Rector (361-4100) in advance.  Nursery Workers, please call Lynn Poehl (367-1330).  We want to avoid last minute substitutions.   

A SUGGESTION:  Place this schedule on your refrigerator door and highlight your name as a reminder when it is your turn to serve. 
 

ALTAR GUILD - Shirley Stewart and Donna Floyd 
 January 1 January 8 January 15 January 22 January 29 

8:00 a.m. 

CB D. McEwen J. Seufert C. Burger D. McEwen J. Seufert 

R M. Williams C. Burger B. Leburu S. Lindsey D. McEwen 

A J. Seufert D. McEwen B. Meyer J. Seufert S. Rice 

U H. Stewart S. Stewart J. Dobbs aΦ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ D. Parsons 

10:30 a.m. 

CB E. Gilliam / S. McEwen K. McLemore / H. Okoe J. Parris / L. Worsley B. ClenDening / D. Floyd E. Gilliam / C. Hardison 

R J. Parris / I.J. Udeh D. Winters / P. C-Brannon B. ClenDening / J. Dunlap E. Gilliam / A. Harwell D. Floyd / A. Icheke 

A D. Floyd / C. Hardison L. Worsley / B. ClenDening G. Russ, Sr. / C. Udeh G. Russ, Jr. / L. Russ L. Worsley / K. Mandishana 

U D. Russ / G. Russ, Sr. A. Icheke / S. McEwen  M. Tantaris / S. Udeh J. Dunlap / E. Gilliam P. C-Brannon / B. ClenDening 

OB P. Carr-Brannon D. Floyd B. ClenDening E. Gilliam P. Hall 

CH I.J. Udeh / D. Iwueke S. Abbott / C. Campbell P. C-Brannon / H. Granger L. ClenDening / E. Gilliam P. Hall /  S. Hammontree 

NW L. Poehl / S. McAnany L. Poehl / L. Worsley-Hynd L. Poehl / J. Sauvie L. Poehl / K. Tantaris L. Poehl / B. Meyer 

GR I. Kurz G. Noren M. Tantaris G. Russ, Sr. P. Carr-Brannon 

 

FEBRUARY 2012 LAY MINISTERSô SCHEDULE 

ALTAR GUILD ï Suzie Dobbs and Celia Hampson 

 February 5 February 12 February 19 February 26 

8:00 a.m. 

CB C. Burger D. McEwen J. Seufert C. Burger 

R aΦ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ D. Parsons L. Poehl M. Rice 

A D. McEwen B. Meyer S. Rice J. Seufert 

U H. Stewart S. Stewart J. Dobbs aΦ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ 

10:30 a.m. 

CB S. McEwen / C. Hampson K. McLemore / H. Okoe J. Parris / L. Worsley B. ClenDening / D. Floyd 

R G. Kurz / K. McLemore S. McEwen / Greg Noren George Noren / Lorna Noren H. Okoe / J. Parris 

A D. Floyd / C. Hardison B. ClenDening / C. Udeh G. Russ, Sr. / L. Russ G. Russ, Jr. / K. Mandishana 

U P. Hall / A. Icheke I. Kurz / S. McEwen M. Tantaris / S. Udeh D. Russ / G. Russ, Sr. 

OB B. Hargrove S. McEwen K. McKee J. Parris 

CH J. Dunlap / T. McNeill D. Iwueke / I.J. Udeh D. Russ / S. Winters S. Abbott / C. Campbell 

NW L. Poehl / G. Leverett L. Poehl / L. Worsley-Hynd L. Poehl / K. Tantaris L. Poehl / J. Sauvie 

GR G. Kurz J. Dunlap I. Kurz George Noren 

KEY:  

CB: Chalice Bearer.  First name reads the Prayers of the People.  Second name leads the Psalm.    
R:  Reader    U:  Usher 
A:  Acolytes.  First name is the Server and the second name is the Crucifer.    
OB:  Oblation Bearer.  Takes Bread and Wine to the Altar during the Offertory.   

CH: Coffee Host.  Makes coffee, provides refreshments for coffee hour, and tidies the kitchen after coffee hour. 

NW: Nursery Workers    GR:  Welcoming Team Greeters
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Address Correction Requested 

 

 

Saint Markôs Episcopal Church 

3100 Murfreesboro Pike 

Antioch, TN 37013 

P. O. Box 741 

Antioch, TN 37011-0741 


